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Mr. NATHAN ANDRE TAYLOR, 


Preſervation againſt Deiſm; ſhewing the great Advan- 
tage of Revelation above Reaſon. With an Appendix, 
in anſwer to a Letter of A. V. againſt Revealed Religion, in 
the Oracles of Reaſon. | 
A Diſcourſe of the Nature and Neceſſity of Faith in Jeſus 
Chriſt, with an Anſwer to the Pleas of our Unitarians, for 
fafficiency of Bare Morality, or Meer Charity to Salvation. 
Dr. Sherlock's Caſes, &c. as ſumm'd up in the Abridge- 


ment of the London Caſes conſider'd, and the Diſcenters 
vindicated from the Charge of Schiſ m. 


* 


* 


— 
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A brief Diſcourſe of Infant. Baptiſm; delivered at the Pub- 
ck Baptiſm of an Infant, at Xing ſton upon Thames. 
A Sermon before Sir John Shorter, then Lord Mayor of 
London. WT 
A Sermon at the Funeral of Mr. Richard Mayo. 
A Sermon at the Funeral of Mr. Vathanael Vincent. 
A Sermon at the Funeral of John Lene, Eſq; and the Lady 
Mary Laue. | | | YH 
N He has left ready for the Preſs, a Diſcourſe of the Privi- 
ledges and Advantages of Children born of Holy Pareats. 
His late Sermons on the Covenant, all but the laſt, 
Part of a Treatiſe of Self. Examination (for the uſe of his 
Hearers) juſt began before his Death. All the reſt of his Papers 
xeing in Characters, the World will be depriv'd of many, 
ſeful and Learned Tracts. 5 | | 
| There, are ſome others writ. by him, being printed with- 
out any Name, I cannot at preſent get a true Account of 
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To that part of the Church of Chriſt, of 
' which the Reverend Mr. NATHANAEL 
+ TAYLOR was lately Paſtor. 


Beloved in our Lord ; 85 : 
| Hen this plain Sermon was firſt preached to you, I litile thought 

it would ever. have been any more publick than the Pulpit 
: | made it. My Touth, and ſome other I hings, I need not men- 
tion, made the Motion of appearing in Print, uneaſy to me. Some of. yon 
that are my moſt intimate and familiar Friends, ſignified your defire of having 
it printed, induced, I ſuppoſe, chiefly by the Uſefulneſs of the Subjetf, 


and from your Great and Fuſjt Affection for him, whoſe Charatter you haue 


here ſome brief Account of, only as an Addition to tohat you beard of him 
in bis Funeral Sermon: When I could not incline to grant this your De- 
Se, you inſiſted upon having a Copy of it for your private Uſe. My Ob- 
Tigations to, and Reſpett for you, forced me to comply with ſo reaſonable a 
Requeſt ; I accordingly wrote it out, and did pat it into one of your 


Hands; who, in Conjundlion with others whom be conſulted, thought fit to 


print it without my Knowledg or Leave , I had not the leaſt Notice of it 
4:1 a great part of the Sermon was printed off. | 


* Irhought my ſelf obliged to give you and the World this true Account, 
oro ſo mean a Diſcourſe came to ſee the Light. | : 
= Whatever Refleclions or Cenſures this may occaſion, thoſe of you who 


bad a Hand in the Publication, are anſwerable for, and not I, However 


2 


os 


af this Sermon may any ways be ſerviceable to the Good of your Souls, to 
gr omote your better Preparation for a ſafe. and comfortable, Death, or if 
may tend to keep conſtantly. alroe in your Minds, the Precious Memory 
of your late Excellent Paſtor, I ſhall chearfully bare whatſoever can be 
raft upon me : And hall bleſs God he has providentially order d\ Things 
eontrary to my Intentions : For not only my Time and Strength, but alſo 
any Credit and Reputation, if need be, fhall gladly be ſpent in the Service 


E 


of your Souls. | 

am very ſenſible of the great Kindneſs-and Affeclion you baue ſhown 
me ever ſince I have preached among you, and queſtion not the Continu- 
ance thereof, 1 would not be backward in making grateful Acknowledg- 
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The Dedication. = : 
ments. I do deeply ſhare, and heartily ſympathize wih you in your 
great Loſs. The Father of Lights direct you to make ſuch a choice, as 
ſhall be for the Credit of the Goſpel, and our mutual Edification and Com. 
fort. Let it be your daily, earneſt Prayer to God, that ſuch a one may 
be ſent among you, as will water the good Seed that has been ſow'n by him 


that is gone, that ſo we both may unanimouſly and conſtantly concur in the. 
ſame deſign of gaining Souls to Feſws Chriſt, and of eſtabliſhing and Build. 
ing up thoſe who are already brought in; That you and we may have abun- 
dant Cauſe of rejoycing in the Day of our Lord and Saviour Feji#s Chriſt, 


This is the conſtant Prayer of bim, 855 1 


I ho is according to bis Ability, 
Your Faupſul Servant 


For Feſus 8 ake,- 


YL D 
| | War 
A. OHN NEWMAN. 
Sy = Wo i. off Does | 


Page 1. line 18. dele It. p. 2. J. 29. dele one; p. 4. 1. 19. dele and that 5 p.) 
I 1,21. for frmh, read ſearnediy ; p. 11. 0. 4. for and, r. are; ibid p. L 19 
dele more 3 p. 12. l. 2. for Proſpect, r. Paſs. port; p. 13. l. ult. dele by 3 p. 15 
I. 23. for ſole, r: late; ibid p. 1. 33. for loved, r. ſacred ; p. 15-1. 21. for vaniſhed. 
r. vangquiſped; p. 16. l. 13. for was, r. were. There are other Miſtakes, occahon'c 
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Conz. Hxzs. 2. Ver. 34% 
may 


in And deliver them who thro' fear of Death were all their Lifetime 


r the ſubjef to Bondage. 

aald- | 
bun- HE Mercies and Priviledges we receive from our Lord Jeſus 
17ſt. Chriſt are very many and great; he is an over- flowing Foun- 


tain, from whence Streams of Love and Kindneſs are continu- 
ally iſſuing and running down towards us: His Bleſſings are of 
ſeveral ſorts; among 'em all that which the Text ſpeaks ot is none 
of the leaſt conſiderable, viz. Deliverance from the Fear of Death. The 
fear of Death as well as Death it ſelf is an Evil we all univerſally are 
obnoxious to: If we will give our ſelves leave to think, we ſhall find 
of our ſelves we can no more avoid the Fear than the Stroak of Death, 
Our Deliverance is owing to Another, and that Other is no meaner a Per- 
ſon than the Son of God; he aſſum'd our Nature, and in that Nature 
-.dy'd upon the Croſs for this End among others, that he might deliver 
*em, Ec. In which Words you have the Priviledge ſpoken of, Delive- 
| rance from the fear of Death; this is not directly expreſsd in ſo many 
1 Words, but is plainly the ſenſe of the Place from the Account the Apoſ- 
AN. tle gives of theſe Perſons before their Deliverance by Chriſt; they thro? 
fear of Death were, c. | 5 8 
IJ. From what but the fear of Death, and the continual Bondage that 
®. was the Effect and Conſequent of that Fear, could Chriſt deſign to deli- 
der ſuch Perſons ? 5 | 
} 2dly. You have the ſad State of the Perſons antecedent to their Deli- 
verance: They thro fear, &c. The Effect of this Fear, ſpeaks the Greatneſs 
be of the Evil, and the Miſery of thoſe who were under the Power of it 
they led very uncomfortable and finful Lives hereby; they were in part 
held ina State of Servitude to Sin and Satan. | | 
Indeed the flaviſh Subjection of Men to Sin and Satan, was, and is 
. J 19 the great Reaſon why they ought to fear Death; were Men but deliver'd 
| from this State into the glorious Liberty of the Sons of God, Death in 
their Apprehenſious would quickly loſe much of its terrible Aſpect, and 
the tormenting fear of it, would in great Meaſure vaniſh : But ſuch 
was, and is the Craft and Subtilty of the Devil; he makes uſe of theſe 
Fears to keep Sinners in a State of Bondage to himſelf : Theſe Fears 
tend to make em the Devil's ſurer and faſter Slaves and Captives ; and 
2 yet their Captivity to him does increaſe their Fears: Thus truly ſad and 
.,_ _ 7 deplorable is the Condition of * before Chriſt deliver em. 


2dly. 


— 


(2) 
3d/y. The Author of this Deliverance is our Lord Jeſus Chriſt; He in 
Etoregoing Verfes is the only Perſon fpoken of; and indeed the Delive- 
rance it {elf declares itsown Author, for none but Chriſt could effect it: 
The Fear of Death, and the Effects thereof were Evils too powerful and 
malignant to be cured and removed by the Philoſophy of the Pagan 
World, or the bare Dictatęs of any ones natural Reaſon, unacquainted 


with the Goſpel Revelation: Had it not been for the Incarnation, Death 


and Sufferings, and Reſurrection of Chriſt ; and for the Revelations he 
has made of Things in the Goſpel, and for the efficacious Operations of 
his * in the Souls of Men, there had been no Deliverance from this 
* evil; Men muſt have continued under it until Death it ſelf, the 
ching fear d, had put an End to thoſe Fears. 
- 4tbly. The Perſons actually intereſt'd in this Priviledge are the Ch:/- 
a»; of. God, Penitent Believers : The Apoſtle in the 147h Ver/e, ſtiles 
vm Gliuren; and ſuch they muſt be by the Spirit of Regeneration and 
Adoption, before they can juſtly claim an Intereſt in this Priviledge: It's 


ce 
— 


true, the Foundation of their Deliverance was laid in the Meritorious 


Death, and Victorious Reſurrection of Jeſus Chriſt ; but notwithſtand- 
ing this, none are actually deliver d until they ſincerely repent and believe 


In Chriſt; for Impenitent Unbelievers are under the unpardon'd Guilt of 


alt their Sins, liable to God's Everlaſting Wrath; have no Aſſurance of 
the Continuance of their Lives for one | 
their Lives ſhould be cut aſunder before they are converted and have made 
their Peace with God, it had been better for em they had never been 
born: It's Matter of juſt Wonder and Aſtoniſhment, ſuch Men are not 
continually. terrify d with the thoughts of Death, and thro fear of it are 
not all their, c. If any ſuch are free, their Deliverance is the Effect of 


their Careleſsneſs and Inconſiderateneſs, their Security and Stupidity, Igno- 


rance and Infidelity, and not a Priviledge purchaſed for, and oze beſtowed 


upon em by Chriſt: If any ſpecial Love and Favour be deſign d fortheſe: | 


Men, the fears of Death and Hell muſt, and will, be awaken'd in their 
Souls: But now when Perſons by Faith are vitally united to Chriſt, then 
they have a right to this Priviledge ; the ul Grounds of their Fears are 
remov:d. and he has done. what was nec 


yet generally they are not either for Nature or Degree, the ſame they were. 


in their Unregenerate State. 


Doct. Deliverance from the Jear of Death is a Bleſſing and Priviledge 
that Believers owe intirely to the Lord Feſrs Chriſt, 


I. I ſhall briefly explain the Point. 
II. Prove the Truth of it. 
III. Apply 8 


oment ; and if the Thread of ' 


ary on his part for their Delive. 
rance ; tho* after Converſion their Fears may not be quite extinguiſh'd,, 


fi 


| (8) w=_ 
m I. For Explication, What fear of Death ate Believers by Chriſt delidesd 
hag bon f In —— to this, . that there is a threefold ſear of Death ; 
Tt: he 18 Natural, Rational and Sinful Fear. = 3 e 
Firſt, There is a Natural Fear of Death, as it's the Diffolution of our 
* Nature, the parting of two old dear Companions and Aſſociates, Soul 
ed and Body ; this fear is inlaid in the very Frame and Conftitution of our 
tn Nature; no Man is, or can be wholly free from it without cealing .to 
he be what at preſent he is, a Humane Creature: When the Union between. 
ol Soul and Body is diſſolvd, and the Soul is entred into another State, it's 
his generally ſuppoſed it retains an Affection for, and an Inclination to be. 
he reunited to the Body: Our Souls may be of ſuch a peculiar Frame and 
Make, that tho? they can live out of the Body, and att independent, : 
upon it, yet they may be naturally more fitted and inclin'd to live in, ani: 
mate, and govern a Body, and may he capable of thoſe Satisfactions and 
nd Delights in ConjunCtion with the Body, that they are uncapable of when 
ts. ſeperated from it: To be cloth'd with a Body may be necellary to the 
Ws complear Perfection of ſuch Spirits as our Souls are: Indeed in our fal- 
len State our Bodies are generally diſſerviceable to our Souls; they are 
"VE. become a great Snare, and inſtead of promoting, they hinder the Souls 
of Improvement and Advancement towards Perfection; but had Man con- 
of tinued innocent this had not been the Caſe, but the contrary ; and tho? 
of it be thus, yet the Soul being in a State of Apoſtacy from God, it does 
not love the Body the leſs upon this Account, but grows rather more paſ- 


den  fionarely fond of it: Conſequently whilſt its in the Body it can't but 
not fear a ſeparation from it. This Natural Fear, ſimply conſider d, is nei- 
© ther a Vertue nor a Vice, it reſults not from Reaſon or Diſcourſe, but is a 


natural Paſſion as eſſential to our Nature, as the Appetite of Hunger or 
30" Thirſt; it's the neceſſary Effect of that Principle of Self. Love and Self- 
| , Preſervation the God of Nature has implanted in us. He that loves him- 
ele ſelf can't but fear the Deſtruction of his Nature, and ſo muſt fear Death, 
"on: formally conſider'd, under that Notion. This natural Fear is not that 
en Chriſt delivers Saints from; Adam himſelf in Paradiſe was not free from 


MT it, as is evident from the divine Threatning, Gen. 2. 17. In the Day thou 
W ateſt, c. Where had been the Wiſdom of this Threatning? What 
1d, force could it have if Death had begn a Thing he had no fear of ? The 
ere Innocent Humane Nature of Chriff himſelf ſeem'd a little to relu&t 


At the Thoughts and Approach of Death: Now Chriſt's deſign was never 
dee to free Sinful Nature from that which innocent Nature was not free: 
from. We find ſome Diſcoveries of this Fear in Men after their Conver- 
ſion as well as before. Holy David, P/al. 39. laſt. How earneſtly does 
the pray? Oh ſpare me, &c. Good Hezekiah when he received the Meſ- 
lage of Death, he turns to the _—_ prays and weeps, Ia. 38. 1, : Js 
| Ho 2 | ay, 


For 


(4) 
Nay, Bleſſed Paul could: fay of himſelf and others, who groan d till 
| Mortality was ſwallow'dup of Life, that they were far from deſiring to be 
| wncloth'd, 2 Cor. 5. 2, 3, Oc. No Chriſtians then ought to expect a 
perfect Freedom from the fear of Death in this Life, or to conclude they 
re not deliver d by Chriſt, in the ſenſe of the Text, becauſe Death, as 
Death, does ſtill appear terrible, and they can't conquer this Fear do what 


| Au) wiſe Reaſons might be aſhgn'd, why God at firft did implant, 

Wi and does flill continue this Natural Fear in Men, notwithſtanding the Re- 

1 demprion of Chriſt: This Fear ſeems more neceſſary ſince our revault from 
Gad than it was before: For with the Entrance of Sin into the World, 
= variety of Miſeries and Diſcaſes have alſo entred, which greatly leſſen 

And ſpoil the Pleaſure and Comfort of Life; Life now in the Eye of 
BW: Reaſon is far from being ſo aimable and defirable as it was before the 
Fall: Did not Men neceſſarily love Life, and fear Death, many of em 
= would never indure ſo many tedious and tormenting Diſeaſes they ſome - 

| times do for years together: They would by Death put an End to em 

and their Lives at once. Others would never undergo ſuch long and 
painful Methods of Cure, or ſpend ſo much time, and that about the Pre- 

= ſervation of Life, and the ping the daily Decays thereof; and when 

[74 they have took the greateſt Care, and been at the largeſt Expence, it may 
be it's but a ſorry dying Life they live; they may more truly be ſaid to 

Wi -indure Life than enjoy it. Were ir not for this — ſome Men would 

upon every little Provocation, break the Bonds of Life, and leave the 
= Poſt God has here ſet em in. The Laws of God and Man would in 
great Meaſure be in vain : Fear is a more likely Principle than Love to 
1} rake hold of, and work upon a degenerate Creature: And preſent, viſible, 
ſenſible Evils are more proper to awaken Fear in ſuch, than future, ſpiri- 
tual, invifible ones. Had this Fear been extinguiſh'd in the Soul, one main 
Thing had been loſt, by the help of which, the Law of God ſometimes. » ? 
takes hold of the Conſciences of Sinners; this is a Guard to the Divine 
Law, it gives force to part of its Sanction, and ſo is a great Preſerva - 
tive from Sin: As for Humane Laws, the greateſt Puniſhment Civil Ma- * 
giſtrates canthraten, or inflict, is Temporal Death; if Men had no fer 
of this, they would be ungovernable : Any Law they diſlik d, how juſt. * 
aud reaſonable ſoever, would be deſpiſed and trampled upon, and ſo Hu- 
mane Societies would quickly disband and break up. . 

Again, Had it not been for this, the Faith, Love, and Courage of the 7 « 
1 had not appear d ſo illuſtrious and glorious; Where had been the © 
Wonder or Difficulty in parting with a Life they had no love for, or 
ſuffering Death they had no fear of? but that they ſhould ſo far conquer fi 
their natural Averſion, as joyfully to ſacrifice their Lives, and * the i 


- + 


* 


; Ex: 
il Flames in Obedience to Chriſt, rather than by ſaving their Lives, Sin a- 
o be moo him, and ſuffer his Honour to lie in the Duſt : This was truly 


* 2 oble, Divine and Great; they gave a glorious Confirmation of the 
they Truth of the Goſpel, and particularly the Great Doctrine of a future 
„as State of Immortality and Eternal Lite. Nay. thoſe Saints give ſome 
har Proof of this who don't die Martyrs, if notwithſtanding their natural 
Fear they duly and patiently wait, expect, and long for their Diſſolu- 
ant, tion, and willingly and cheerfully die when God's time is come: This 
Re: then gives Saints an opportunity of manifeſting the Truth and Strength 
rom of their Graces at their Death: This is ſufficient Reaſon why they ſhould 
rd, not be freed from this ſort of Fear. 7 | 
den Secondly, There is a Rational Fear of Death; this is ſuch a Fear as 
of Tprings from, and is + « paar and maintained by Argument, either re- 
the ally, or ſeemingly. ſolid and weighty. When Men can give a Reaſon 
dem why they fear Death, and would ceaſe fearing if that Cauſe was but 
me. Temov'd ; this is a Rational Fear, and is contradiſtinguiſh'd from that 
„ m Natural Fear we have been ſpeaking of, which is previous to all Reaſon- 
and ing and Diſcourſe about the Matter, and is common to us with all living; 
Pre. Creatures, Senſitive as well as Rational: This is the Caſe of thoſe Men, 
hen who on the one hand are ſure at Death to part with all the Pleaſure and 
nay Happineſs of this preſent Life, but on the other hand are utterly uncer- 
| to. tain what after Death they ſhall have in exchange. They may be at a 
ulg Loſs about the Conſequences of Death, or certain they will be fatal 
the and deſtructive to em, that they ſhall only exchange Earth for Hell; 
| in aA Life of Eaſe and Plenty for an Eternity of unſpeakable, inconceivable - 
- to - Miſery and Torment: Such Men have reaſon to fear Death, tho its 
ble, their Sin and Folly they have ſuch Grounds for their Fear, yet the Fear is 
Jirj- not their Sin but their Duty while the Grounds remain; till they are re- 
2in | mov'd, it would be a fooliſh and ſinful thing not to fear. Now this is one 
nes » ſort of Fear Chriſt for his People has obtain d Deliverance from ; That 
ine is to ſay, Chriſt has done that for em, wrought that in em, and pro- | 
va- __ misd that to em, which may juſtly remove all the Rational Grounds of | 
Aa- their Fears; no ſolid Reaſon can bs afſign't by themſelves or others, why 
ear they ſhould fear: When all things are compar'd by em as they ought, 
juſt they will ſee Cauſe to rejoice, and not to be terrified at the Thoughts and 
Ju. Approach of Death; and if it were put to their choice, they would 
c.hoſe rather to die than live. Chriſt delivers from this, not by preventing 
the or removing the Fear, when there is juſt Cauſe for it, but by removing the 
the  _ reaſonable Grounds thereof, and then the Fear vaniſhes of it ſelt. 
or | Thirdly, There is à Sinful Fear of Death. Now this Fear is principally | 
ver finful. When 1}. Ir ſprings from bad Principles and Cauſes. 2dly. When. 
the it has had Efeds in and upon the Soul. | 


1/t.. 


7/7. When it ſprings from bad Cauſes : As for Inſtance, When Men it's p 
fear becauſe they are ſwallowed up of Earthlineſs, and funk into Carnality, this 
they have either no Conceptions, or no reliſh of any Pleaſures and De- from 
lights, but thoſe that are fleihiy and bruitiſh. They are ſo taken up and they 
delighted with the Riches, Pleaſures, and Honours of the World, ſo chars 
pleas d with the Society and Converſe of their Carnal, Wicked Acquain- Hatic 

; tance, they can't bare the Thoughts of dying, they defire an Immortality part 
on Earth, that their Portion may be in this Lite: May they but have the plica 
mean and ſordid Delights of the World ſecured to em, they are con- 
tent; never deſire a greater or nobler Happineſs. Some think that the 
Happineſs of this preſent viſible World is the beſt, if not the only that 
is to be enjoy'd : The Glory and Bliſs of the other World is look'd up- 
on as an Idle Tale, a Golden Dream, or at beſt but an uncertain Report, 
that deſerves not to have much Credit given to it; or elſe if they give 
the Doctrine of a future State of Happineſs a Notional Faith, yet till 
they diſlike the Nature and Quality of it: The very thought of being 
for ever in Gods immediate Preſence, beholding, loving, praifing, and 
adoring of him; this is a Torment to their Minds: They have that En- 
mity againſt God, that Affection for Sin, that they much rather chuſe to 
enjoy the Pleaſures of Sin, than the Preſence and Love of God in Hea- 
Iven. When the fear of Death proceeds from a Spirit thus principled 
and diſpoſed, its highly ſinful and abominable : Nay thus it is in a leſs 
degree when it ſprings from an inordinate Affection for this World, from 
our taſting too much Sweetneſs, and taking too much Delight in it; 
from our culpable Ignorance of, and unacquaintedneſs with Heaven, and 
* our want of that warm Affection for, and thoſe vigorous Deſires after Hea- 
ven, which we might, and ſhould have arrived to, tho we ſhould not 
| 


disbelieve the Happineſs of another World, or ſupreamly love this, yet 
were a weak Faith, partial Unbelief, and a great fondneſs for this World, is 
che Reaſon of our fear of Death, that Fear is ſinful in the Cauſes of it. So, 
24. Is that which produces had Effeds in the Soul: When it prevails 
do that degree that it clouds the Reaſon, and hinders the free Exerciſe 
thereof, when it imbitrers the Comforts of Life; when a Man can't be 
chankful for, or take any Enjoyment in what he poſſeſſes for fear of lo- 
5 . ſing it; when this Fear does ſo ruffle, diſcompoſe, and ſink the Spirit, 
chat a Man is unfit for the cheerful Performance of Duty towards God, 
himſelf, or others: He can take no preſent Delight in any of the Or- 
= dinances of the Goſpel, or in the hopes I of the Enjoyment 
of God in the Heaven of Heavens. In a Word, when the tear is ſo 
great, and has that Prevalency that it puts a Man upon ſinful Means 
WW for the Preſervation of his Life; when, if he could, he would eſcape 
Death upon any Terms, how mean, baſe, and unworthy ſocver; then 


1 * 


FE C7) 
it's plain, from the Effects, this Fear is ſinful to a very high degree. Now 
this is another fort of Fear Saints by Chriſt are in great Meaſure deliver'd 
from: I deny not but at ſometimes, and upon ſome particular Occaſions, 
they may find ſomething of this working in their Souls, but this is only 
chargeable upon themſelves, not on Chrift ; it calls for Shame, Humi- 
Hation and Amendment: Chriſt has done all that was neceſſary on his 
part to deliver em perfectly from this finful Fear. Thus much for Ex- 
-plication. | | 5 > | 
1 8 II. The Proof and Confirmation follows. | 
And here I might firſt ſhew, No one bat Chriſt could deliver Saints 
from this Rational and Sinful Fear I have been ſpeaking of. Suppoſe 
they had never been acquainted with Chriſt or his Goſpel, to whom, or 
to what could they have apply'd themſelves for Deliverance? They muſt 
have conſulted either the Dictates of their own natural Reaſon, or the 
Product of other Men's Reafoning : Neither of theſe. can afford ſolid 
Satisfaction of Mind in ſo Important a Cafe. Bare Reaſon without Re- 
velation can t aſſure a fallen ſinful Creature of Immortal Bliſs and Happi- 
neſs after Death, eſpecially if his Conſcience be but awaken'd and he du- 
Iv underſtand - the Nature of God, and of Sin: Nay if the Genuine 
 DiQates of right Reaſon be attended ro, they will certainly fill ſuch a 
Creature with uneaſy Fears of God's Wrath and Vengeance. But I ſhall 
| Dot proſecute this Argument, becaufe it has been fully and firmly ma- 
nag d by your late Paſtor, in his Preſerv. againſt Deiſm. Again, 
No Man's Reaſon can give him any Aſſurance of Axxihilation at Death; 
that then there will be a final Period of all his Miſeries as well as of 
his Enjoyments. He that makes any tolerable uſe of his Reaſon can't 
but own the Being of a God and a Providence; and he that owns this, 
and withal, conſiders the Frame and Make, the Capacity, and Deſires of 
his own Soul, and the preſent Diſpenſations of Providence, will ſee 
Reaſon to conclude (tho he had never read a Word in the Bible) that re- 
ally there is a future State in which he ſhall exiſt, and be puniſh'd for 
the Sins of this preſent Life. If a Man were not downright certain 5 
*eonfident of this, yet he could not avoid having ſome Fears of this na- 
ture; and they alone were enough to render the thoughts of Death uneaſy 
and diſquieting to the Soul. Again ſuppoſe Annihilation were never ſo 
Fertain, the knowledg of that would be but a ſorry defence againſt rhe 
Far of Death; tho' it be more Eligible than an Eternal Exiſtence in Mi- 
&ry, yet it's a formidable Evil, which as Lovers of our felves we can't 
Sut fear, eſpecially thoſe who live at eaſe and in plenty, and who lie un- 
der no preſſing AMidtion that makes Life a Burden to em. Again, Un- 


: enlighten'd Reaſon is an utter Stranger to the Dorine of the Reſurrec- 
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before the Learned Grecks at Athens, Ads 17. 32. They derided 


(8) 


and than 
ſcoff't at it, as if it were a thing incredible and impoſſible: Indeed ſati 
to deny the poſſibility of the thing, argues Ignorance of the Power of Wor 
God: Why can't he as eaſily raiſe a Body as create it at firſt out of no. If 
thing? That which does neither imply a Contradiction, nor is inconſiſt. 4Wo! 
ent with the eſſential Perfections of the Deity (which this is not) can't 
be too hard for that God which made the Heavens and the Earth: So that 
we have no reaſon to reject this Doctrine upon the Account of the Iz. 
Pollibility of it. But tho? Reaſon tells us God can do it; only Revela- 
tion can aſſure us he w do it, there is no valid arguing from God's 
Power to his Will; God does not, he is not bound to do all that he. : 
can: None but God himſelf can acquaint us with his free voluntary 
Counſels and Deſigns. It's in vain for us by our Reaſoning to think to 
know more of ſuch Matters than God has reveal'd. Now who could 
have prov'd from any of the eſſential Perfections of the Divine Nature 
that God was oblig'd to raiſe the Bodies of finful Creatures, fince the 
Soul is the principal part of Man, the chief Agent in the Commiſſion * 
of Sin; who dares ſay, God had not ſufficiently manifeſted: his Juſtice the 
and Holineſs, if the Soul only had ſuffer'd poſitive Miſeries in the other PO 
World, and the Body had only ſuffer d privative Puniſhment by being de. 
riv'd of its preſent Enjoyments, and by rotting in the Grave for ever. 
he Scripture ſeems to attribute the Reſurrection in general to the Death ' 
and RefurreCtion of Jeſus Chriſt, 1. Cor. 15. 21, 22. As in Adam all 
die, ſo in Chriſt ſhall all be made alive. In ſhort then, without the Know- 
ledg of Chriſt and his Goſpel, we had been at a Loſs about the Reſur, 
rection of the Body, eſpecially it's ReſurreQtion to Glory and Bleſſedneſs 
Now ſuch is our Fondneſs and Affection for the Body, we can't but have 
gloomy melancholy Apprehenſions of Death, as it's a leaving the Bod 
Without any well-grounded Hope of a ReſurreQion, to Eternal Life. 
If I ſhould give you an Account what Remedies ſome of the beſt and 
wiſeſt of Philoſophers have pros againſt the Fear of Death, you C 
would quickly ſee they are Phyſicians of little or no value; and alſo * 
what Reaſon you have highly to eſteem and value Chriſt, who has effec: 
tually done what he undertook, the Deliverance of his People from the 
fear of Death. Bur I ſhall forbare, and ſhall only ſhew poſitively what 
Soveraign Remedics Chriſt has provided againſt this Fear. In the follow. v 
ing Particulars you will at once both ſee that he delivers, and how he 
does it. | | | _ 
Firſt, Chriſt has given Saints 4 17ue Account of the Nature of th 
World, and has mortified in em the predominant Love of it. His Go 
ſpel as well as Experience aſſures us, this World is Vanity and Vexati® 
on of Spirit: It's Delights are far greater in Appeatarce and Expectatici 
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Truth of the Thing, 


with? This Promiſe Chriſt : oftles did chiefly inf 
main and principal Promiſe of the Goſpel ; As indeed it iS, I John 2. 
25. This is the Promiſe be bas promiſed us, Eternal Life , it's true, the 

whole of the future Glory is not reveal'd, it does not 7 | 
we ſhall be, 1 John 3. 2. Eye bas not ſeen, or Ear beard : re 
into the Heart of Man to conceive the Things God has laid up for his in 


empty, fleeting and un» 
| It's Miſeries are real and weighty : There is nothing here 
” worthy to entertain and delight a Noble, Rational, and Immortal Soul. 


1 


5 were forc'd to confine their Hopes of Happineſs to what this 
Wald canafiord, they, of all Creatures, would be the moſt miſerable : 
The Enjoyments of this Life are ſo vaſtly unſuitableand diſproportionate 
to the capacious and enlarged Deſires of the Soul. Now under the 


Light of the Goſpel, Chriſtians are enabled to make a true Eſtimate of 


Wiſdom and Grace to Saints to judge of 


"x ings. Chriſt gives 
1 js. their worth ; they are 


* Things as they are, and to love em according to wo 
4d - the World, and have renounced it as their Happineſs; they look 
off from the Things that are ſeen, 2 Cor. 4. laft. They plainly declare 
that. they ſeek another Country. [Now Death as it's a leaving this 'pre- 
ſent viſible World, cannot appear very terrible to Perſons of ſuch a Tem- 
per and Diſpoſition ; for where our Love for a thing is but little, our 
* of loſing it can't be great. All real Saints love this World far leſs 
than Heaven, but ſome areſo ron —— — — 
the nd reckon their being contented to ſtay in it till God's ap- 
B - — Proof and Exerciſe 
of their Patience and amr —_ _ ws 5 — _ =p 
© eath ſeperates us from, he that lets Men right, as to 
mo OT in *em the fear of Death. This 


pointed time for their Diſſolution is come, a 


this, does _ _— the conquering 
Chriſt has fully done. 5 e ee, ee SABINE THY 
* Secondly, Chriſt has given Saints all reaſonable Aſſurance of a bleſſed 
State of Lit and Immortality after Death; He that is acquainted with, and 
believes the Goſpel, can't have a rational Doubt of this, 2 Tim. 1. To. 
Tſe hath brought Life, Cc. The Perſon that reveals this to us, is no leſs 
than the Son of God who came from Heaven, and was commiſhon'd by 
"the Father to make this Revelation: He tells us not Things by hear-ſay, 
but was an Eye and Ear-witneſs of what he ſays, and did confirm his 
Commiſſion by many great, open and uncontroulable Miracles: He 
gives us not ſhort and dark Hints caſually and undeſignedly, neither 
does he ſpeak dubiouſly and uncertainly : The Revelation as to the 
s is as full, clear, and expreſs, as Words can make 
s Promiſes of Eternal Life does the Goſpel abound 
and his Apoſtles did chiefly inſiſt on as the 
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| yens, he heard things unutterable, 2 Cor. 12. I, 2. 


of it in this State of Trial : —_ we are not wholly left in the Dark as 
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Thoughts and Comprehenfions. 


us. Now after ſuch a Revelation as this, who that heartily aſſents to 
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(10) 1 
c No Language in uſe 
among us may be capable of exprefling the Glory that is there to be J 
ſeen; it may be too great for the Mind to conceive, or for words to make fered 
known ; or if they could, it may not be fit we ſhould ſo much as hear 


to the Happineſs of the other World : We not only know that it is, but 
in part what ic is : From what Chriſt has reveal'd, we are ſure of this, 
in the general, that it vaſtly exceeds whatever we have ſzen, enjoy'd, or 
can enjoy in this World. The Place and Company, the Employments 1 
and Enjoyments are ſo raviſhing and glorious, they exceed all our 
Several Diſcourſes might be taken uß 
in giving ſuch an Account of the Glory of Heaven as the Goſpel fur. 
niſhes us with: And yet after all, if ever we come to Heaven, we ſhall ' 
be forced to ſay not one half, no not an hundredth part has been told Gor) 


it can fear Death ? Methinks the very hearing of this ſhould tranſport 
Men with Joy, and fill em with eager Deſires of entring into that other 
State, that ſo they may ſee, and better underſtand what now they hear 
of, were Men left wholly at an Uncertainty as to the other World: 
Did they expect nothing but Annihilation, or that which is worſe at 
Death, they had juſt reaſon to fear it; What tho this worldly Happi- | 
neſs be very poor and ſorry, if it be Men's beſt, nay their All, they in th 
muſt make what they can of it: They can't but deſire the Continuance 
of it; and fear.the Exchanging it for a State of gloomy Darkneſs and 
perpetual Death; but bleſs d be God, this is not the Caſe, Chriſt in his 
Golpe! has ſer Eternal Life in its true and full Light before our Eyes. 7 
Thirdly, Chriſt farther aſſures Saints, he has purchasd Heaven for 

*em, and remov'd whatever would have obſtructed their Enjoyment of 
It. The ProſpeQ of this Happineſs will afford no Relief againſt the 
fear of Death, without the Proſpect of a Poſſibility and Probability of 
their enjoying it: What does ir avail (will the Soul ſay) that there is © 
ſuch Glory, if it be not for me ? The greater and more excellent it is, the Þ 
more unlikely it is ſuch a mean Creature as I am ſhould have any ſhare = 
in it. I am a guilty defiled Creature, have vilely affronted the Majeſty * 
of God, am under the Curſe of his violated Law, the Sentence of 
Death is paſs'd upon me, I am unable by all I can do to ſatisfy the juſtice. le 
and appeaſe the Wrath of God; much more am I unable to procure the n 
. of Heaven. I can expect no better than this, that at Death! 1 
ſhall fall into the Hands of an offended, incenſed God, who will aſſign me 
over to Eternal. Death; _ {ſuch ſinking Fears as theſe Chriſt effettu. F 
ally relieves Saints, by aſfuring em they are not to expect Heaven as the be 
Fruit of their own Purchaſe, as a thing they are to merit at the Hands I 
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ſree any of em from the Stroak o 


elt, and allo the only way 


| ectu- 
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ands 


u uf. of God. Eternal Life is the Gift of God, thro Chriſt, 
Juſtice of God has been ſatisfied, 


"ered by Chriſt. Reconciliation to 


ried em to Heaven. 
d, or 


is become their reconciled Father 


They are Children, 
"Crift, 


Mount Piſgab, and gives 


| tu be ſwallow'd up in it: When 


enlighten'd, and their 


Cur Þ —- 


Roy. 6. laſt. The 
the Penalty of the Law has been ſut- 
God, Pardon of Sin, the NOOR 
7 ight to Heaven, and Priviledges procured for, an 

EO eſus Chriſt. Ic's true, without Chriſt their Re- 
ventance, Faith, and ſincere imperfedt Obedience, would never have car- 
Tic : ven. but in and thro? him they ſhall be accepted. What 
fear Death ? When God of a terrible Enemy 
and Friend; When all their Sins are 
difarm'd, can do em no real hurt. 
God, and Joint Heirs with Feſus 


Reaſon then have they to 


the Law and Death are 
and fo Heirs of 


Rom. 8. 16, 17. 5 | 3 | | : 
e hy. Chriſt by his Spirit does afford Saints ſome foretaſtes of the 
Bays 3 in This Life. They are not left wholly to 2 2 
Conſectures, or to dry and naked Conceptions of its Glory, whic _ | 
bave form'd in their own Mind; but they have {ome Participation W ; 
by inward ſpiritual taſte and feeling, they know in part _ it — 5 5 
more truly informs and ſatisfies their Mind, affects and ravi _ t — on 5 
and enlarges their Deſires after Heaven more than any Deſcription by 
Words can poſſibly do : Believers are inhabited by the OR who is t , 
Earneſt of the Inheritance, Eph. 1. 14. They have the farſt ruits with · 
in themſelves: Chriſt ſometimes in an Ordinance does take em up to 
| *em a view of the rr 2 — _ 
World lets in a Drop or two of the Joy of their ord into their Souls: 
Thi ; efires of entring into this Joy, that they 
EE they have ated 9 Joy it's — JOG : 
han f is it to their Souls ? How are their Eyes 

„ ads deter > At ſuch times inſtead of tearing 
Death, they long to be diſſolwvd: They reckon themſelves in a Priſon or 


Forgiven, 


Dungeon, they groan and are burden'd till the time of their Deliverance 


0 hey ſhall quit the Body, and fly away to that Glory they 
4 mY 8.5 757 hh Te foretaſte of which they feel in their own 


ouls. | 


If there were ſeveral ways that did 
Death were only one of em, a Saint 
ſome more eaſy plea- 
but the wiſe God has order'd Matters otherwiſe. 


ead to this bleſſed Place, and 


ant and familiar way; 


Death. Death in his Eye is the fit- 
for em to arrive to Heaven by; ſo that they 


1 uſt be contented to come in this K. or to remain without for 
1 2 


- 


TS. 


Death by the Ordination and 8 of God, is made to em their 
ature and grim Looks of Death is real- 

iy changed as to em, tho' there can be nothing aimable in Death, con- 
d penally, as the 
Let conſider it in this 
relative AſpeCt (which Chriſt alone acquaints us with) and there can be Way 


Proſpect to Heaven, and ſo the 


erd naturally, as the Diſſolution of our Natures, or 
Execution of the Sentence of the Law for Sin. 


nothing in it frightſul to real Saints. But the contrary ; How can the 


2 . . E y "ep 

fear? Nay, how can they but defirethat which is their Entrance into Glo. 
„Which is ſent as a Kind Meſſenger to call em home to their Fathers 
Houſe, out of a ſinful and troubleſome World, that there they may en. 


Joy his Sight and Preſence, together with that of their glorified Lord Sp 


and Saviour? How can they ſupreamly love, and vehementl 
this End, and yet be ſinfully afraid of that which would certain 


| : Y bring 
em to the Enjoyment of it. Conſider farther, it's not only a Paſſage, 


y long for a 


but an immediate one. When the Soul is abſent from the Body, it is ? 


preſent with the Lord, 2 Cor. 5. 6. Chriſt told the Thief on the Croſs, 


T > 


that very day he ſhould be with him in Paradiſe. Lazars was carried 


into Abrabam's Boſom as ſoon as dead, Ly. 16. 22. Tho” ſeparated Souls 
are not ſo compleatly happy as they will be at the Reſurrection, yet cer. 
tainly atDeath' they fall nor into a State of inaQtivity and inſenfibility.bur 
enter into a State of Happineſs before the Reſurrection. If this were 
not ſo, St. Paul did very unwiſely, in defiring to be diffolv'd, that he 
might be with Chriſt, Ph/. 1. 22. Death would certainly have taken 


him from that Preſence of Chriſt he enjoy'd here, unleſs it would have x | 
brought him into Chriſt's immediate Preſence in Heaven, the Defire of © 


his Diſſolution was fooliſh and ſinful ; for an impere& interru 


pted Enjoy. } 


ment of Chriſt is better than none at all. By this Aſſurance Chriſt gives 
of the Nature and immediate Conſequence of Death to Saints, He 
ſearrers thoſe Fears which would naturally have riſen up in em, had 
Death been a Paſſage into a tormenting Purgatory, as the Papiſts ground- 


leſsly imagine, or into a new unknown State of Trial, and not into 1 


State of Happineſs. 


Sixthly, Saints are aſſur'd at their Death of a ſafe and powerful Con 
voy from Earth to Heaven. Ihe Angels are Miniſtring Spirits ſem ſortb 
ro miniſter to them that are the Heirs of Salvation, Heb. 1. 14. They 
did carry the Soul of poor Lagarus into Abraham's Boſom, Luk. 16. 22. 
They ſtand by dying Saints ready to take diſlodging Souls into their Caic 
and Cuſtody, and will ſhew *em the way to the Paradiſe of God thry Y 
the vaſt Regions of Air and Ather. They in the life-rime of Saints 
have been ſo often ſent from Heaven to Earth upon kind Deſigns towards 
em, that they are well inſtructed in, and acquainted with the wav, aud 


are able to defend and protect holy Souls from the Power and M 


alice of 
Infernal 
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their Infernal Spirits: A Saint's Paſſage then ſhall be ſafe and honourable. 
real. If Chriſt had given em no Intimations of this, dying Saints might well 
con. be aftraid to leave the Body, and to launch off from the Shore of this 
S the World, into the boundleſs Ocean of Eternity: The other World is un- 
1 this known to em; they were never in it, are altogether Strangers to the 
an be Way that leads to the Seat of the Bleſſed : They have Reaſon to think 
they this lower Region is fill'd with Wicked, Envious, and Malicious Spirits, 
Glo. who are always waiting and watching for their Prey: The Devil is cal- 
hers led the God of this World; the Prince of the Power of the Air; they 
are unable to defend themſelves from the Power and Malice of theſe 


en. en n F 
Far Spirits, who are their implacable Enemies: Upon ſuch Accounts as 


> for theſe, had not Saints a ſtrong and powerful Guard, they might fear fal- 
ring ling at Death into their Hands. Chriſt by aſſuring em of his Protection, 
ge, and that of his Angels, removes the juſt Grounds of this Fear, and there- 


it is fore it ought to vaniſh ; they may cheertully breath our their Spirits in. 
rof to Chriſts Hands, ſaying, Lord Feſus receive my Spirit, Acts J. 59. 
Seven, Chiiſt afſures Saints of a glorious Reſurrettion of thoſe 


r : 

55 Bodies they leave behind em at Death. His own Reſurrection puts the 
tcer. thing paſt doubt that it is poſſible; for that which has been, may be. 
„hut But beſides, his Reſurrection was an Earneſt and Pledge of ours, 1 Cor. 
were 15. 20. Chrift roſe from the Dead, the firſt Fruits of them that ſleep. 
it he The Apoſtle in Rom. 8. 11. aſſures us, The ſame Spirit that rais'd up 
aken Jeſis from the Grave, ſhall quicken our Mortal Bodies. Our Reſurrec- 
hay: tion then is as certain, as that Chriſt is rais'd, and that is as certain, as 
e of that the Goſpel is true; for the whole Structure of the Goſpel is built 
njoy. upon the Doctrine of Chriſt's Reſurrection: If he be not riſen, our 
Aves Preaching is vain,your Faith vain, and you are yet in your Sins: But our 


He Bodies ſhall not only certainly riſe, but alſo with unſpeakable Advantage, 
haz free from all thoſe Blemithes, Defects and Infirmities they were here 
cloath'd with, 1 Cor. 15. 42, 42, 44. It 7s ſown in Corruption, it is rais'd 
und- | eg 5. 452 5 . 
on * Incorruption ; it 1s ſown in Diſhonour, it's raisd in Glory, it's ſown 
in Weakneſs, it's raifdin Power,jit's ſown a Natural Body), it ſhall be raisd 
r, Spiritual Body. They thall be faſhion'd like Chriſt”s Glorious Body, 
„% Phil. 3. 22. They ſhall ſhine for Beauty and Brightneſs like the Sun in 


or ) B 

«a the Firmament of Heaven. Saints here can't adequately conceive what 
23 Welorious Creatures theſe poor vile Bodies of theirs will at the Reſur- 
Dre rection be; they ſhall in one word, be every way fit for a glorified Soul 
hry to inhabit and actuate. This being ſo, What Reaſon have Saints to be 
inc 8 terrified at the Thonghts of leaving the Body at Death? At the preſent it 
ade is a great Clog and Impedement to the Soul, clouds the Reaſoning Fa- 
and culty, hinders the Souls clear Conceptions of, and Aſcent towards ſpi- 
ect iitually heavenly Things; it's the occaſion of much Sin, and of much 


Thal | 2 Pain 
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Pain and Miſery : It's much more capable of tranſmitting Pain than Plea- 
ſure to the Soul. What wiſe Men would be ſo fond of ſuch a Body as 


to be aftraid of leaving it for a time? Eſpecially when he knows all this $; 


time his Body is under the immediate Care, and ſpecial Inſpection of God; « 
in whole fight the very Duſt of Saints is precious; and alſo, that it's 


Death and Rotting in the Grave, is in order to a glorious Reſurrection 
The happy Circumſtances the Body ſhall be in, and continue in for ever 


at it's Reunion to the Soul, will be a ſufficient Recompenſe both to Soul 
and Body for the time they were ſeparated from each other. i 4 
Eighthly, Saints are aſſured, That God's ſpecial particular Providence is 


concerned about their Death: Not a Hair of their Head falls to the 3 
Ground without the Appointment of their heavenly Father, much leſs do * 


their Lives; they die not properly caſually, or by Accident: It's God 
that kills, and makes alive: He determines the Number of their Days, 
and till they are filled up, it ſhall not lie in the Power of Diſeaſes, of 
the Devil and his Inſtruments to cut *em off. Chriſt by Death hau obe. 
come him that had the Power of Death, that is, the Devil. So that Sa- * 
tan has not Power to take away the Lives of Men, eſpecially of Saints, 


when, and how he pleaſes. Chriſt, as Mediator, has taken zhe Keys of 4 


Death into his own Hands, Revel. 1. 18. The Seaſon and Manner of e- 
very ones Death is by the order and appointment of him, which is ne. 


ver broken or diſſobey d. Now ſuch is Chriſt's Affection for his own, he | 


will be ſure to order their Death at that time, which is beſt for *em, then 


when their Work is done, and they are meeteſt to be Partakers of the 


Inheritance of the Saints in Light. They indeed have no Aſſurance 45 3 
to the manner of their Death, whether it ſhall be ſudden, or they ſhall 
be worn away by ſharp Pains, and lingering Diſeaſes: But they are ſure 


in the general, God will regard and promote their Spiritual and Eternal 1 


Advantage by all his Diſpenſations towards em; they ſhall have 3 1 


his Preſence, and all needful Support and Comfort in a dying Hour. | 
Since this is the Cale, How eaſy may Saints be in their Minds with refe- 


rence to Death? Irs a thing can't touch *em till Chriſt give it a Commiſ: 
hon, and this he will never do until the time when all things being coj- 
ſider'd, which 7 to be, it's better for em to die than live. 

III. To apply; What has been ſaid may teach us the Greatneſs of Chriſt's 
Love to Sinners; the Greatneſs of the Evil we are under; the Difficulty 


of it's Cure, and the Method Chriſt took to remove it, rather than we C 
Wy ſhould continue for ever under it; this all loudly ſpeaks the greatneſs of 
his Love in our Deliverance ; and alſo the Happineſs of Saints who 


are actually deliver'd ; this ſhould make us priſe and value the Goſpel, 
which makes a Revelation of all this to us; and we ſhould be very # 
careſul to make ir out, that we are of thoſe who are deliverd : If we 
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re united to Chrift by a living Operative Faith; if we find we prefer 
is ne Enjoymerit of God and Chriſt in Heaven before all the Pleaſures of 

Fin and the World, or before any Temporary Enjoyment of em here in 
; "Goſpel Ordinances ; if we had rather die that we may be with Chriſt, 
than continue always at this diſtance from him; we may juſtly conclude: 


pe are deliver d, tho? ſtill the Thoughts of Death it ſelf, ſhould ſome- 
times fill us with penſive and uneaſy Apprehenfions. ' Again, Let thofe 


2Fvho are in part deliver'd, labour to be more and more freed from the 
Remains of their fintul Fears: To that End, let *em endeavour after a 
ſtronger and more unſhaken Faith in the great Doctrine of Immortality, 
"Ind Eternal Life, and higher Degrees of Aſſurances of their own Right 


[S do and Title to this Bleſſedneſs. Let em get more mortified Affections to 


3 


is World; live more holy, circumſpeQ, and uſeful Lives: Let em 


7 y daily Thoughts familiarize Death to em, and by frequent Medita- 
tion and Contemplation, converſe with the Glory of the other World. 


his is the way of living above the ſinful Love of Life, or fear of Death. 


a 1 Laſthy, Let this afford us ſome Support under the Loſs of thoſe our dear 


Friends, or near Relations who died in Chriſt. ' Why ſhould we immo- 


* Qerately ſorrow for that they were not affraid of, or at leaſt had no 
Ground to fear? If in this Life any Degrees of finful Fear did remain, 


thoſe Fears are now over; Death it {elf has vaniſh'd and conquer em: 


Thoſe holy Souls are now fill'd with nothing hut endleſs Joy and BleFE 
ſedneſs. And this I doubt not is the Condition of your fole Dear, Ex- 
gellent deceaſed Paſtor, the Reverend Mr. Nazhanze/ Iayler. 
I muſt crave your Patience while I ſay ſomething concerning him; his 
halt Funeral indeed has been ſolemnized: You have heard much concerning 
ſure him already from ſeveral Eminent Miniſters of the Goſpel, eſpecially 

from him who preach'd his Funeral Sermon. But he is fo large and co- 


pious a Subject, all that may juſtly be ſaid of him can't be contain d at 


; the cloſe of a few ſingle Diſcourſes : His true and full Character would 
of it ſelf furniſh out Matter for ſome intire ones. Beſides I had ſuch 


— n 
1 * * — — 
* — — 8 * * — 1 > * 
LY — — - A PU x Wn 
8 1 de Y . 
© ou = m = 8 hd — - 2 _ 
2 — — 
— ——— * 
— — ———— I 
8 7 * 4 N * 


— 
. ug 
* F * . FER 

— 
—— —*· Ars rr om 


Known: 80 far was he from doing any thing that was baſe and diſho 
3 | | a | nourable in 
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mer was taken from him when young; but more than a double Portion 


of the Spirit of Elijah did reſt upon our Eliſpa. He well knew that Mi. nbufo 
niſters and People muſt be judg'd, ſav'd or condemn'd by the ſame Goſ. it. 
pel according to the Terms thereof; and therefore was very careful to he to 
ractiſe thoſe Duties himſelf in his private Capacity, which he frequent. come 
y and warmly did preſs and inculcate upon you his Hearers : He knew Hz 
the ditcharge of his Duty as a Miniſter, would never excuſe him for the in it' 


neglect of itasa private Chriſtian. In the whole Tenor of his Life and filed, 


Converfation among you, he gave ample Proof of his being a fincere E. for | 


* 


minent Chriſtian. But beſides thoſe Graces which are Eſſential and Com- ly, 1 


5 


mon to all. Chriſtians, as Chriſtians, there were ſome excellent Vertues lie d 
which did ſhine in him with a peculiar Luſtre that did render his Acquain- cer 
tance and Friendſhip very deſirable and valuable, and that was a great *His j 


— 


Ornament to his holy Profeſſion. He was a Man of great Integrity and dicic 
Plain-Heartedneſs, a ſure and faſt Friend, one that Solomon ſpeaks of, deſp 
who ſticketh cloſer than a Brother. You might ſafely - truſt your moſt was 
weighty. and important Concerns in his Hands without fear of being un. Hen 
dermined: He would never betray the Secrets of Converſation. In his at al 
Practice he was an utter Stranger to little Tricks and Deceits, whereby moff 
ſome ſeek to advance themſelves, their own Honour and Intereſt, to the looOb 
Prejudice of others: He was a Man of great Wiſdom and Prudence, ones 
having-the: Wiſdom of the Serpent in Conjunction with the Innocence of Hen 
the Dove: He was of a publick generous Spitit, and hated a narrow Geh 
ſelfiſh one: He was a Man of great Courage and Boldneſs for God: ver. 
Could not juſtly be charg'd with Raſhneſs or — He did well Pros 
weigh before hand his Words and Actions, eſpecially thoſe of a publick at, 
Nature; the Conſequences of which were of Importance. In the Sta- Fat! 
tion God had ſet him in, he was not affraid to expoſe himſelf ſo far as whi 
the Good of his Country, or the Church of God made it his neceſſary but 
Duty: His great and uncommon Courage was not ſo much the Effect of ſelf 
his natural Temper and Conſtitution, as of thoſe Noble and Divine Prin- ſure 


_ .ciples he was influenced and acted by. I have heard him fay to this Ef. and 


tet: Any little Reputation I may have got in the World, I deſire God may 
be ſerved and glorified by it; and am ready to part with, and ſacrifice it, iti 
when. the Intereſt of God makes it neceſſary : And that Man that can't do ſw: 
this; is but ſorrily prepar'd to ſuffer Martyrdom. |. _ or 
Hie lov'd his Friends as well as other Men, and was ready in becoming wh 
Ways ro oblige em; bur yet no Affection for em, no Importunity of 
theirs, no fear of diſobliging or looſing em, how great ſoever, could pre. ein 
wail wich him to act contrary to the Light of his own Mind, or to con- 161 
eat his Judgment, when the Publick Good made it neceſſary it ſhould bel © 


2 
* 
5 


ce of Heart to apply themſelves to the Study of Divinity, and then the next 
rrow Geheration would be great Looſers, for the Prophets do not Hive for 6- 
30d : cer. His Patience under very ſharp and long Pains was admirable. Thoſ® 
well Providerices of God towards him, which we were apt to be ſtumblet 
lick at, he was well ſatisfied in, and knew how to reconcile em with his 
Sta- Fathetly Love and Kindneſs : In the midſt of the Anguith and Torment: 


ar as which he ſometimes felt by the Stone and Gout, he did not doubt; 


ſſary but W of His Covenant. Intereſt in God as his God. This Im 
X of ſelf have betn an Eye and Ear-witneſs of, and certainly no ſmall Mea 
Prin-. ſures of Grace under ſuch Circumſtances, will keep a Saint from fainting,” 
Ef. and enable him to maintain his Faith and Confidence in God. 5 
ay lis ordinary civil Corerſation was pleaſant, ingenious, uſeful and in- 
eit, ſtructive, which made it deſired and valued by Perſons of a different Per- 
t do fwalion from him in Religious Matters. Salomon ſays, There ic a tim 

fer all things: He knew how to allot each Duty it's proper Seaſon, 
ning which renders it beautiful in the Eyes of wife Obſervets. Whoever” 
y of M judges. of Religion as it's laid down in the Scriptures, or as it was ex- 


5 


pre. emplifted in his Life, will be far from contluding that it's a ſour, mo- 


con- roſe, ill natur'd thing; as it's falſly charg d by the Devil to be. 
debe I need not ſtand to tell you how he fill d up the Relations of a, Hus- 
iſho-| band, Father, and Maäfter, wir ſüfrable antt pr Duty: If he Was 


inp tod fond and af- 


able in danger of et off eichet Extremes it was int d 
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ſectionate; and perhaps his own inward Experience might be one Rea. 
fon why he ſo often, in and out of the Pulpit, ſaid, That the inordinate ® 


Love of Relations was one of the laſt Things that was mortified in a Child * 


of God. 


As for his Miniſterial Qualifications, they were extraordinary; he |. 
wanted none that I know of, and they were in him many Degrees above 


moſt of his Brethren. His Natural Parts were ſtrong, and they were vaſt- * 
ly improv'd by long and hard Study. He had both Ability and a Heart 


to do great Service tor God : Two Things that ſeldom meet in one Man; 
when they do they render him a great Bleſſing in the Place where he is. 


| You have heard in his Funeral Sermon of the great Variety of Learnigg 
be was skill'd in; which, tho' he made no Oſtentation of in the Pulpit, 
| yet without doubt it was uſeful to him in his Preparatory Work, and ef- 7 


cially in his contending with the Adverſaries of our Holy Religion: 


He did not ſpend his time in ſearching after empty, vain, uſeleſs Know- 


ledg, but made all his Knowledg ſubſervient to his great and main End. ir 


He had great Depth and Solidity of Judgment, and yet a very fine anjdd 


ſprightly Fancy, two Excellencies that very rarely in any eminent De- T 
gree belong to the ſame Perſon: In him there was a happy Conjunction 


of em without their prejudicing of each other; few, it any, equall'd 


him in both together: Theſe render'd the Matter of his Sermons ſolid £ 


and weighty, and the Stile of em ve Tang delightful ; by 


aſſage to the Heart. ci 


He was an able Minifter of the New Teſtament; knew how rightly to 7 v 


divide the Word of Truth, to give both Saints and Sinners. their Portion; 


o prepare Milk for Babes in Chriſt, and. Meat for firong Men, In his. 2. 


ermops there was a true Mixture of Light and. 


from his Sermons more knowing and judicious, as well as more ſerious 


_ Chriſtians. A Learned Informing Miniſtry is a Bleſſing you ſhould 1 
1 | FC | | udg-. 

ments inform'd, and your Conſciences convinc'd, the Word will have 

but a tranſient Effect upon you; and you are never like to hold out in an 


ly value: For if only your Affections are moved, and not your 


3 


Hour of Temptation. 


Hie was Eminent for the Gift and Grace of Prayer: Any that ever 
heard him pray, muſt. be aſham' d afterwards. to ſay, it's impoſſible to 
pray Ex Lempore, Methodically, Coherently, and with aptneſs of Ex. 
pPreſſion. Upon Extraordinary Occaſions, how would he fill his Mouth 
wich Arguments, and plead em before God? The Succeſs of his Pray " | 
Wt. "0 | ct: | OR. ers. 


eat; he did inſtruſtt 
nd. move at the ſame time. He did not barely glance upon the Surface 
cf a Text, which ſeveral private Chriſtians are able to do; but he could | 
enter into the Heart and Center of it, and. did cultivate moſt Subjects 
ne took in Hand. It was greatly your own Fault if you did not go away 


Rea. ers was an evident Proof how acceptable they were to God, what 4 
irate mighty Intereſt he had in the Court of Heaven. His own Children's 
Child frequent Preſervation from the Grave, when given over by Men, ſome of 
yours, and it may be you your ſelves, are ample Proofs what regard God 
he had to his Prayers. | 
bove He had a peculiar and extraordinary Talent at Catechiaing Young, 
vaſt. Perſons; he would ſearch to the bottom of, and draw out that fullneſs of 
learr excellent Matter which is contain d in the Aſſemblies thorter Catechiſm... 
Man; He did make the great, difficult and important Truths of Religion plain 
e is. and obvious to an ordinary Capacity. The Parents as well the Children 
nizg were inſtructed, and greatly improved hereby. The more than ordinary 
Ipit, 7 Largeneſs of his Auditory at ſuch. Seaſons, was pn Sign. how accep- 
d eſ- table this Exerciſe was, and how uſeful they found it to be to em: Had. 
on: but God ſpar'd his Life till he had gone thro? the Catechiſm ; if it had. 
ſeen the Light, it would have been one of, if not the beſt Body of Di- 


0 . 
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nd. vinity extant in Engliſh. 


and When he has been ſent for to thoſe who have been. Thoughtleſs and. 
De- Negledtive of God and their Souls, till they came to a ſick and death Bed, 
tion, he has expreſſed to me a great Concern to know how ſo to diſcourſe em, 
ld as he could anſwer it to his Lord and Maſter another Day; that he might 
olid © not buoy them up with greater Hopes than the Goſpel gave a Foundation: 
| for, or than God would make good in another World: He was not ſoli-- I 
art. citous to pleaſe them or their Relations, but to pleaſe Chriſt, whoſe Ser- 
to vant he was, and to. whom he endeavoured to approve himſelf faithful. 
on; * He was a Man raiſed up for the Defence of the Goſpel ;. his Writings: : 
his. indeed are not ſo voluminous as thoſe of ſome others; but what he has. 
u&t | vurote has been upon ſuch weighty. and neceſſary Subjects, and is Penn'd. - 
Ace | with that Accuracy and Strength of Reaſon, that I may be bold to ſay, he: 
uld has done more Service for the Chriſtian Religion in general, and for the. 
ts. Diſſenting Intereſt in particular, than many of us that are left, are like to» } 
ray do, tho? we ſhould. double his Years. Since his Life was comparatively: 
ous but ſhort, let us bleſs God it has been ſo very uſeful, and yet deeply 
-at- ME humbled for thoſe Sins we. have been guilty of, which may have provoked- 
dg: God to put out this burning and ſhining Light, in the height of his Uſe-- 
we ulneſs, to our unſpeakable Loſs, and that of the Church of God. 
an I am greatly ſenſible I. have loſt a ſincere, intire, cordial. Friend. The: 
true State of my Caſe with Reference to him, I can't more aptly ex- 
ver preſs than in his own Words in the Funeral Sermon of. his Predeceſſor, | 
to. the Reverend Mr. Richard Mayo. Says be there (and 1b lay I) we drm 


Xin the ſame Toke, and the ſame ay; ibo indeed on my fide with a vaſt-: | * 


* 


ith, / unequal Strength : He treated me with the ſame Gentleneſs and Rind. 
ye, that the right Hand doth the left. The Pleaſure. f. a Manu ers, | 


Lites, | 


3 * : 5 8 Ny 8 : I 
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And the Sucteſs of bis Labours greatly depend on ibis; the comram 
| weaken his Hands, and is enough to break his very Heart. Where 1ws 
ee joined together to ſerve their Common Lord in one place, tho' Matters 
| Pauli not come to an open Breach and Luarrel,. yet if ihere be but à Shy: | 
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es, or a ſecret Diſpleaſure againſt each other, tainting their Spirits; 
__ hero be but oblique Reflections, it's like the two Kyes in a Man's 
Hed und ſevere! ways, and looking -favouredly on each other, a be- 
_ 1. #7:p/ca/ant and 5 thing, and very prejudicial to the Body ubich 
= | | = hey are to ſerve : But God be thanked, it was not fo with us; we have 


E: lived and laboured among you for above the ſpace of fix Tears, and Mat- 
tere bave been carried with the fame endearing Affection on his part, and 
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6 | de fene roverent ial Reſpett on mine, as are wont 10 be between a Father WR 
_ 1 4 2 Son; which have been ſo far from decaying, that they were daily on 


= the growing Hand. My Lofs in ſuch a one is very great and afflicting , 
and ſo alſo is yours in being deprived of an able, skilltul, loving and fuich- 
ful Paſtor: I almoſt deſpair of having it in all ReſpeCts made up. Bur the 
moſt likely way to have it repaired ſo far as it can, is, for you to follow 
EE the Advices he himſelf gave in the Sermon he preached on the Death 
of Mr. Vincent. I am fatisfied if he had foreſeen his own Death, and 
bad been to have taken a- ſolemn Farewel of you, he would 
have left with you the ſame Advice for Subſtance which he gave 
WERE them : I hope you will ſhew your Love and Reſpect for him .by 7 
ing regard toit. I ſhall jult rehearſe the Heads of it in his ewn | 
Words, and ſo conclude. I/. Be not too haſty in. filling up rhe Breach 
LE God has made upon you, and yet be not too dilatory neither. 2d/y. Seek 
err a Man that comes as near as may be to your deceaſed Paſtor in Do&- 
FRE ine; Diſciplineand' Miniſterial-Gifts; and I may add in his Natural Tem- 
per and Diſpoſition: A better Patern I can't propound to you. 3d/y, Till 
dus be done, be very careful whom you admit into the Pulpit. It is not 
ft every private Brother ſhould aſſume the Liberty of thruſting up whom 
UE he has mind. 4% . Let the Sacrament of the Lord's Supper be admi- 
wong vou at it's ſtated and uſual times. 52Þ/y. Let none of the 
eres ef this Society take this opportunity of leaving it. Laſtly. Be- 
0 ware you break not into Parties and Factions. Beware of hard Speeches, | 
= Funjuſt Suti ſes, ſecret Heart. burnings and ſealouſies one of another. Beware 
RES private Cabals, and of being practiſed upon by any without Doors. 
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| Red rhe reſt of this ſuitable and admirableAdvice in the printed Sermon. 
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t wmuſt ſay to your Honour,” and the Honour of Religion ever ſince I 
= [i Heve known you, there has been as much Love and Union maintained a- 
wong you, and between you and your Miniſters, as in any Coggregation 
| his Day in the City. The. Lord grant theſe things may continue and a- 
ad among you more and more And thextong of Love and Peace be 
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